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Welcome!

Our goals for this session are:

 To become more familiar with the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and 
what it means for Alabama

 To understand what the law has already done and will do

 To understand Alabama’s role in health care reform – and what 
you can do to help!
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Thank you for being here today. 

goals . . .

To focus on what the federal health care reform law – the Affordable Care Act of 2010 – means for Alabama.
How you can help us as we strive to improve access to health care in our high-poverty state.




Heads up

Tons of information . . .

Listen for two things:

 Alabama Health Insurance Exchange is a new 
“marketplace” of affordable coverage for uninsured 
Alabamians.

 Medicaid expansion will cover low-income adults.



Our broken system

 Nearly 800,000 Alabamians lack health insurance, 
including about 80,000 children.

 Thousands more are “underinsured.”

 Insurance companies discriminate against women and 
people who get sick.

 Alabama ranks high for many health risks.

 Medical debt is the leading cause of bankruptcy.
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The challenge ---- paying for our health care and the care for the uninsured and underinsured.
 BY ADDED  higher premuims/ higher deductables/ copays/ Fewer covered services.  This is OUR opportunity for COVERAGE.

More than 674,900 adults lack health insurance, KFF[two-year average 2008-09]; nationwide/nearly 42 million non-elderly adults lack coverage.
 Nearly 80,000 children lack health insurance, according to the U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Survey [three-year average 2007-09]; nationwide, more than 8 million children lack coverage.
 Thousands more families and individuals are underinsured, -- coverage  won’t meet the “stress test” [cite examples]
 Alabama  high ranks population  with   premature births, infant mortality, diabetes, obesity, smoking, cancer, heart disease and stroke. 
 All these dismal measures can be reduced through improved access to primary health care.





The ACA is a game-changer

 Affordable coverage for everyone

 New protections for all health insurance consumers

 Insurance companies can’t discriminate!



What’s the basic idea?

 Not a new health care system

 Builds on current system

 Most people will continue to get 
coverage through work

Biggest changes . . .
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A ROLL OUT From 2010 – 2020----  not created as a new health care system. --It builds on our current system of health insurance and medical care.

 Most Alabamians will continue to get health coverage through their employer. 

Now let’s look at the biggest changes that the law brings . . .



How is ACA already helping Alabamians?

 Patient choice of doctor*

 OB/GYN visits without referral*

 No more “pre-existing condition” exclusions for children

 Young adults can stay on their parents’ plans to age 26

 Free preventive care*

 More affordable prescription drugs for seniors

 No more lifetime benefit caps, phased-in ban on annual caps*

 Hospitals more accountable to their communities

 Consumer resources at healthcare.gov

* Note: Some “grandfathered” plans are currently excluded.
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Let’s take a look at some of the many ACA provision that are already in place.  Do you know people who are using these benefits from the ACA? 

Note: Some of these benefits don’t currently apply to “grandfathered” plans, or those that were in existence when the law was passed on March 23, 2010.



What’s ahead for 2014?

The Exchange!

Alabama’s new “marketplace” of health insurance 
options will help uninsured people and small businesses:

 Compare plans that meet quality standards
 Enroll in coverage that’s right for them
 Get tax credits to reduce premium costs
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We need your help to support the biggest changes which will take  effect in 2014:
Uninsured individuals and families, as well as small businesses, ( 2 – 50 employees )will be able to buy health insurance in the Alabama Health Insurance Exchange ( on a sliding scale). 
 Premium subsidies (tax credits) will be available for individuals and families earning between 133 to 400 percent of the federal poverty level ($90,000 for a family of four in 2011)  AND individuals ( $14,500 to $44,000).  
All consumers need a  friendly Health insurance exchange…… Will you help us make it possible.??





The other biggie for 2014 . . .

Medicaid expands to cover low-income adults

 Vulnerable Alabamians will get free health insurance.

 Regular care will reduce chronic illness and high-cost ER visits.

 Federal government will pay 100% for first three years. After, 
Alabama’s share is capped at 10%.
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In 2014, Alabama Medicaid will cover everyone earning up to 133 percent of federal poverty level. Which is  $30,000 for a family of four in 2011 and for individuals with income less that $14,500.




Wait, there’s more in 2014 . . .

 No more “pre-existing condition” exclusions for adults!

 No more annual benefit limits!

 Cap on annual out-of-pocket costs!

 Most Americans must either have health insurance or    
pay a penalty to cover their uninsured care.

 Members of Congress will get their health insurance 
through the Exchange.
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Also in 2014:
insurance company can’t deny coverage because of a “pre-existing condition”
can’t stop your coverage because of high costs in a single year
limits on out-of-pocket health care costs like medicine and co-pays
Most Americans will be required to buy health insurance or pay a penalty through their income tax – 
	   The best way to make sure the expanded insurance market includes healthy people who will need benefits later  and the  sick people who need a strong system now. Spreading benefit costs over a broad “risk pool” will help keep premium costs down for everyone.

Don’t go into this unless someone asks: Exemptions exceptions for  financial hardship, religious objections, American Indians, those without coverage for less than three months, undocumented Immigrants, incarcerated individuals, those for whom the lowest cost plan options exceeds 8% of an individual’s income, and those with incomes below the tax filing threshold ( in 2009 the threshold for taxpayers under age 65 was $9,350 for singles and $18,700 for couples). …Kaiser family foundation


 Members of Congress will get their health insurance through the Exchange




And . . .

By 2020:
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And by 2020:

The doughnut hole will fully close!




What does Alabama have to do?
Pass enabling legislation in 2012 to:

 Enforce federal health law

 Regulate insurance rates

 Allow external review of consumer appeals

 Establish the Exchange

OR

Let the federal government set up an Exchange for us.
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Required legislation:

  establish Alabama with the Ability to enforce federal law – according to a survey by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC), almost half of states lack this authority

  To Authority the approval or disapproval insurance rates;

 To external the review requirement for consumer appeals (insurance companies have to follow states’ rules, and Alabama does not have the model NAIC law);

 Last but not least: Authority to establish a state insurance exchange 

If the Alabama Legislature does not pass laws to grant these authorities, the federal government will establish and administer a health insurance exchange in our state.




What’s the bottom line?

We need your help! Tell your friends, your family, 
your neighbors, your church members, your         
co-workers, everyone:

1. Alabama needs a consumer-friendly Health Insurance Exchange. 
We’re calling for two consumer advocates on the Exchange board.

2. Expanding Medicaid is a bargain we can’t afford to miss!
Alabama can cover 500,000 low-income workers at one-tenth of the cost.
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We’ve covered a lot of information in a short time . As I hope you’ve seen, health care reform is serious business – it has lots of moving parts, lots of dates and numbers, and lots of work for the state to do. There are plenty of folks working to handle all of these details, but there’s one job that only you can do: Help your “circles of trust” turn back the fear that’s out there and understand what Alabama stands to gain from health care reform. 

From everything we’ve covered here, it all comes down to two simple takeaway messages:

Alabama needs a consumer-friendly Health Insurance Exchange. The new insurance market has to be a place where consumer’s are confident they will get quality coverage for a fair price. To make that happen, we’re calling for the Exchange Study Commission and the Legislature to reserve two seats on the Exchange board for consumer advocates.
Expanding Medicaid is a bargain we can’t afford to miss. Alabama can add coverage for 500,000 low-income workers at a tenth of the cost, with the federal government picking up the rest. Where else are we going to get a 90 percent discount on health care? We hope you will take a close look at these two messages and share them with the people you know. That’s what it’s going to take to fight the fear and move Alabama forward.



Thank you!

For more information, visit healthcare.gov 

Dollie Hambrick

Arise Citizens’ Policy Project

(800) 832-9060

dollie@alarise.org

www.arisecitizens.org
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