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Regional Injury Prevention Safety Fair
hits a home run

Regional Injury Prevention Safety Fair was held
on April 18 at the Montgomery Biscuits Baseball
Stadium. Over 850 fourth graders, teachers and

parents from 14 schools in Autauga, Elmore, Lowndes,
Montgomery and the city of Tallassee participated in the
event hosted by the Injury Advisory Council which is led
by the Alabama Department of Public Health’s Injury
Prevention Division.

Children were greeted by the mascot Big Mo as they
arrived at the stadium. Other mascots, the State Farm
Good Neigh Bear and the Montgomery Zoo Zoobedo,
were also in attendance throughout the day to talk to the
children and take pictures with them in between hearing
presentations from over 30 exhibitors. Each exhibitor gave
a presentation or had an activity on a specific safety or
injury prevention topic. The students learned about ATV
safety, bicycle safety, fire prevention, bus safety, poison
safety, sun safety, youth violence, bullying, self-esteem,
expressing emotions, weather safety, pet safety, motor
vehicle safety, lead poisoning prevention and water safety.

Students were treated to hot dogs at lunchtime along
with a puppet show by the Alabama Poison Center.

The Injury Advisory Council composed of over 30
state agencies, public and private organizations helped
make this event possible. Each member is committed to
reducing injury in Alabama and by participating in the 

Safety Fair has contributed to getting the word out to the
public and children who are at greatest risk of injury.

Injury is the leading cause of death in children ages 1-
18. This fair was an avenue to teach children how they can
protect themselves starting at an early age and to change
their behaviors in order to be safe.  

Teachers, parents, students and exhibitors alike
proclaimed the Safety Fair a success and hope to see it
again in the future. If you are interested in hosting a Safety
Fair in your area next year, please contact Melissa Khan at 
334-206-5541 or via email at molmstead@adph.state.al.us
for more information.
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