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The South Central Center for Public Health Preparedness is a partnership of the state health departments in 
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi and the Schools of Public Health at UAB, UAMS and Tulane University

with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The expectation during emergencies is that the care provided for adults is also appropriate for children. However, 
children have unique health care needs. In 2004, more than 25 percent (approximately 73 million) of the total 
U.S. population was under age 18. Of those 73 million, 20 million were under the age of 5.  Although a significant 

proportion of children under age 18 may have a physiologic composition similar to that of adults, younger children have 
special requirements related to physical needs. Moreover, all children have unique mental health and psychosocial needs 
that should be considered during an emergency response effort. Given the large proportion of our population that requires 
pediatric-specific care, it is imperative that preparedness planning and disaster response specifically consider the special 
needs of children and the capacity needed to serve them.
	 The purpose of this presentation is to provide relevant information related to children’s needs during emergency 
or disaster events from both a clinical care and a public health planning perspective. The speakers will provide a brief 
overview of the needs of the pediatric population and the delivery system that specifically serves children; discuss 
experiences from recent disasters where resources for children were limited; and discuss efforts and potential solutions on 
the state, regional, and national levels. 
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Program Objectives:
1.	 To identify unique needs associated with children before, during and after an emergency or disaster.
2.	 To describe the unique needs/resources of the pediatric care delivery system.
3.	 To discuss the experience of pediatric care providers during Hurricane Katrina.
4.	 To discuss areas for improvement related to the care of and planning for children’s needs before, during and after an 		
	 emergency or disaster.

Conference  Details:
Target Audience: Public health professionals, health care providers, first responders, community planners, leaders of 
	 volunteer and faith-based organizations that assist affected communiies.
Registration:  www.adph.org/alphtn   Cost: There is no cost to view.  CEUs:  None for this program.
Satellite Technical Information:	 This program will be a live satellite broadcast on both Ku & C bands.
Webcast Information:  Register at www.adph.org/alphtn  To view webcast, you need RealPlayer. Test your computer 		
	 before the day of the program from the “test connection” link at www.adph.org/alphtn. On the day of the program, 
	 go to www.adph.org/alphtn  Click on the “view webcast” link.
Conference Materials: Posted on our website approximately one week before the program.
Questions For Faculty: If you have questions that you want addressed during the conference, you may fax or email those 		
	 questions and a response will be given during the program. 
	 Email: alphtnquestions@adph.state.al.us or Fax: 888-737-1972. 
	 If you have questions about any of these conference details, call 334-206-5618 or email:  alphtn@adph.state.al.us
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